hopes that a rating system based on the categories style, insight and reliability, to be launched soon, will fi lter information adequately.
Papers are also open to comment, but at this time there are only a few more comments than accepted papers, and while these cluster around a subset of papers, it remains to be seen whether busy cell biologists will be drawn into the online debate.
As this journal goes to press, the next step in web-based scientifi c exchange has set a number of science blogs abuzz: Nature Publishing Group is about to launch Nature Precedings (http://precedings. nature.com), a platform that aims to facilitate sharing and discussing prepublication data. Notably, the site will host a diverse set of formats, including slide presentations, preprints, posters and, in the future, stand-alone data. Th e postings are citable (DOIs) and attributable to an author, and although they will be screened by in-house curators for scientifi c legitimacy (not novelty or quality), they will not be peer reviewed. As a result, content will be posted in less than a day. It is noteworthy that, similarly to PLoS one, the content carries a 'Creative Commons Attribution' licence, which requires only proper citation. Th e Nature journals, like many others, do not consider a posting on the site as a formal publication, which would prevent inclusion of posted information in a future paper, in contrast with a contribution to PLoS one, which constitutes a formal paper. A strong focus of Nature Precedings is on browsing, searching and alert functionality, with Web 2.0 features such as authored comments, voting, subject tagging and RSS feeds. In contrast with PLoS one, no submission charge will be levied and the long-term open availability of the content is guaranteed.
In essence, biologists will get a taste of what has been an integral part of the physical sciences community for decades in the form of preprint servers such as arXiv with its over 100,000 articles. Th e jury is out on how this service will be used -for now the beta version contains mostly bioinformatic entries, but also a cautiously encouraging seven entries in molecular cell biology. Some will argue it will provide poster presenters with global exposure and serve to 'time stamp' data and ideas, whereas others will feel that researchers in highly competitive areas will not gamble on such a wide exposure in the race to publication. Aft er all, many big conferences already suff er from a dearth of unpublished data. However, there is good cause to be optimistic, as even traditionally secretive research areas, such as pharma-research, are occasionally opening up with laudable open-access projects such as Synaptic Leap (www.thesynapticleap.org/) -a site that facilitates sharing data on neglected tropical diseases. We are keen to hear your views, perhaps via one of our blogs?
We hope that these parallel universes of information distribution will fl ourish side-by-side to aid navigation of the formidable knowledgebase accumulating in the biosciences. Why not go and enjoy buying your handpicked sweets at the delicatessen and scouring the bazaar in equal measure.
